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The Pendulum keeps moving
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4 major demographic issues affecting the pendulum
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• Births – numbers of children and which way this is heading over 

large areas.

• Migration

• Where the potential customers are living and socio economics.

• Appetite of the population to spend on childcare – affordability?
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Overview of Student Population Growth in Australia
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Overseas migration
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Statistical Areas - Australia wide
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SA1’s – 61,845
SA2’s – 2,473
SA3’s – 359
SA4’s – 107
Suburbs - 15,760
Postcodes - 3,137
States and Territories – 6 + 2

https://spectrumanalysis.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/spectrumanalysisaustralia
https://www.linkedin.com/company/spectrumanalysisaustralia
https://www.youtube.com/@spectrumanalysisaustralia
tel:+61398300077
https://spectrumanalysis.com.au/
https://x.com/spectrumanlysis


Melbourne South East

Melbourne West



Population projections increase / decrease 2026 - 2032
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SA4 Name
Total Population 

Increase
% Total Population 

Increase
Population Aged 0-4 
Increase/Decrease

% Aged 0-4 
Increase/Decrease

Melbourne - Inner (incl CBD) 71,912 10.11% -63 -0.2%

Melbourne - Inner East 22,165 5.49% -1,244 -8.3%

Melbourne - Inner South 19,705 4.39% -2,018 -10.3%

Melbourne - North East 69,510 11.49% 113 0.3%

Melbourne - North West 46,703 9.89% -1,024 -3.4%

Melbourne - Outer East 7,674 1.44% -3,558 -13.3%

Melbourne - South East 123,042 12.54% 510 0.9%

Melbourne - West 169,930 16.89% 3,099 4.6%

Mornington Peninsula 5,237 1.64% -2,314 -15.0%

Metro 535,878 -6,499
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Population projections increase / decrease 2026 - 2032
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SA4 Name
Total Population 

Increase
% Total Population 

Increase
Population Aged 0-4 
Increase/Decrease

% Aged 0-4 
Increase/Decrease

Ballarat 20,217 10.92% 2,840 27.0%

Bendigo 19,397 10.89% 2,434 23.3%

Geelong 57,629 15.90% 6,553 29.0%

Hume 17,483 9.02% 2,478 23.5%

Latrobe - Gippsland 37,249 11.55% 4,354 23.9%

North West 7,516 4.79% 1,663 17.8%

Shepparton 10,917 7.65% 1,831 21.3%

Warrnambool and South West 5,405 4.17% 1,331 18.7%

Regional 175,813 23,484
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Large forecast reduction in
student age children



ACECQA data
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17,000+ Early Learning / Childcare centres across Australia

Service Name : Complete Kids on Barkly
Provider Legal Name : Just Kids (Aust) Pty Ltd
Service Type : Centre-Based Care
Service Address : 70-72 Barkly St
Suburb : SUNBURY
State : VIC
Postcode : 3429
Phone : 03 9740 2111
Number Of Approved Places : 122
Overall Rating : Meeting NQS
Long Day Care : Yes
Preschool/Kindergarten - Part of a School : No
Preschool/Kindergarten - Stand alone : No
Outside school Hours Care - After School : No
Outside school Hours Care - Before School : No
Outside school Hours Care - Vacation Care : No
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SEIFA  - Socio-Economic Index for Areas
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The Volcano theory
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• Your highest concentration of customers come from close to the 
Centre. Our research shows.

• In 100 children at a Centre, you could expect:
•  about 12 to come from with a 0.5 km radius.
• 31 to come from within a 1 km radius 
• 66 to come from within a 2 km radius
• 77 to come from within a 3 km radius
• If digital marketing is done on suburbs, household numbers etc – spend 

the most money near your Centre.

Radius Number Progressive

 <0.5 12 12

0.5 - 1 19 31

1 - 2 35 66

2 - 3 11 77

> 3 23 100
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What is our Trade Area? – Spectrum’s research
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•  SA2 Area: Hawthorn - North 

•  Region Classification: Inner 

•  Radius: 3km 

•  Ratio Greater Melbourne Demand / Supply: 1.34 

 
Demand Data 

Age Population 

Age 0 735 

Age 1 656 

Age 2 685 

Age 3 712 

Age 4 725 

Age 5 770 

Total 4,283 

 
Supply Data 

Data Total 

Total - Number of 
Approved Places 

5,177 

 
Demand/Supply Ratio 

Data # 

Demand 4,283 

Supply 5,177 

Ratio 0.83 

Greater Melbourne 
Average 

1.34 

Over/Under -0.52 

Recommendation Very Low demand 

(Source: Census 2021) 

•  SA2 Area: Campbellfield - Coolaroo 

•  Region Classification: Middle 

•  Radius: 3km 

•  Ratio Greater Melbourne Demand / Supply: 2.43 

 
Demand Data 

Age Population 

Age 0 327 

Age 1 353 

Age 2 374 

Age 3 360 

Age 4 434 

Age 5 345 

Total 2,193 

 
Supply Data 

Data Total 

Long Day Care - 
Number of 

Approved Places 
441 

 
Demand/Supply Ratio 

Data # 

Demand 2,193 

Supply 441 

Ratio 4.96 

Greater Melbourne 
Average 

2.43 

Over/Under 2.53 

Recommendation Very High demand 

(Source: Census 2021) 











Examples
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Information we can use to make the right 

business decisions.
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Publicly available data to understand
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• Socio Economic Index for Areas (SEIFA)
• ABS Census 2021
• ABS Census data related to type of school attended
• ABS Population Projections 2022 – 2032 by sex and age and 

extrapolated to 2037.
• ACECQA data
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Using Demographic Data for Site Selection
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• Understand the area you are looking to open in, taking into account:
• Current population
• Future population estimates (by age)
• Current supply of childcare services

• High demand regions:
• Urban growth corridors, especially in NSW and VIC.
• Areas with high proportions of 0–5 year olds and working families.

• Under-served populations:
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Questions?
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Peter Buckingham
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Peter Buckingham BSc, GradDip (Mkt Mdl), 
CMC, CFE, FFCA, MEdPlus, WFA, ACAVic
https://www.linkedin.com/in/peterbuckingham1  
https://spectrumanalysis.com.au/about-us/team/peter-buckingham
peterb@spectrumanalysis.com.au   
+61 411 604 921

Co-Founder and Managing Director of Spectrum Analysis Australia Pty Ltd, a boutique provider 
of quantitative geodemographic modelling, facts, data and analysis services based in Surrey Hills, 
Melbourne, Victoria Australia. 

Bachelor of Science
Graduate Diploma in Market Modelling
Certified Management Consultant
Certified Franchise Executive
Fellow, Franchise Council of Australia
Member, Educate Plus
Australian Affiliate, World Franchise Associates
Member, Australian Childcare Alliance (Victoria)
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